
Act 59 was passed in 2023 with a goal to conserve 
30% of Vermont’s total area by 2030 and 50% by 2050.

Rural Vermont Call to Action on 30x30!
The Vermont Conservation Strategy Initiative (VCSI)
is underway - and it is important that we use our
voice to influence it!

As Vermont is developing a new conservation plan - its policies
and regulations more broadly - must protect and support food
sovereignty, and the rights of people and communities
articulated in the UN Declaration on the Rights of Peasants and
Other People Working in Rural Areas: “Peasants and other
people living in rural areas have the right to land, individually
and/or collectively (...), including the right to have access to,
sustainably use and manage land and the water bodies,
coastal seas, fisheries, pastures, and forests therein, to
achieve an adequate standard of living, to have a place to live
in security, peace and dignity and to develop their cultures.” -
Article 17, UNDROP (United Nations Declaration on the Rights
of Peasants and Other People Working in Rural Areas, 2018)

Join Rural Vermont in urging the Agricultural
Working Group before Wednesday 3/13 at 11am (their

last meeting during the inventory phase) to:

Step 1: visit https://www.ruralvermont.org/action-alerts for sample messaging,
 full information about this action alert,  a list of references, and a glossary of
 terms there.

Step 2: email all members of the Ag Working Group of the VCSI before 
Wednesday 3/13 at 11am (their last meeting during the inventory phase) and express your support for any or all
of our recommendations to be included in the inventory report on behalf of the agricultural community in
Vermont. Feel free to edit the sample message you can find together with the email addresses online.

Step 3: Join the (30x30) VT Conservation Strategy Initiative Focus Group for "smallholder farmers" taking place
on Tuesday March 12 from 2 - 3:30 PM by Zoom. You need to register to get the zoom link. Registration is HERE! The
session will be recorded by the hosts. There is a stipend being offered for attendees that you can sign up for
upon registration.

HOW TO
 TAKE 

ACTION!

Affirm the consensus of the PES and Soil Health Working
Group against new programs based on financializing measured
outcomes in agriculture.

Protect 30x30 and land conservation efforts from being
financed by and coordinated with carbon and / or other “off-set”
markets.

Recommend policies that ensure conserved land is protected
from corporate and consolidated ownership, and which facilitate
farmland access and ownership for farmers and farmworkers;
maintaining and growing community sovereignty over land use.

Protect all farmland in VT from development in perpetuity, with
flexibility for development of housing and essential
infrastructure, and enable and support the conversion of land
(including conserved land) into agriculture, and into the hands
and control of the people working the land.

Invite meaningful participation of VT’s indigenous community in
the 30 x 30 process.

Recognize that the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and
Markets is the authority regulating VT agriculture.

http://www.ruralvermont.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAkcuCgpzotG9cDwPU2OTqHpECiNi1TTZDi#/registration

